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I/ The Project 
 
 
The “Traveling Workshop” in environmental law is one of the key events planned by Environnement 
France Chine since the creation of our association in 2009. It is aimed at Chinese public authorities 
competent in environmental law, academics, and French companies based in China. 
 
 
 
F Content 
 
The workshop takes the form of a round table. The participants in the round table will be invited to 
discuss practical matters in the area of environmental law. The discussions are based on a case 
study which deals with the steps of the issuance procedure of environmental permits (i.e., 
authorizations) for the operation, extension or modification of the operation of industrial 
installations/activities (preparation of the application file, consultation, issuance of the permit).  
 
The following issues will be discussed in particular: the content of the environmental impact 
assessment, the evidence of environmental rationality, the confidentiality and protection of industrial 
secret, the risk of conflicts with the environmental consultant, the risk of operation without 
environmental permits, and the distribution of powers among competent public authorities. 
 
 
 
F Procedure 
 
The workshop will be interactive. 
 
Two representatives of EFC —its President in France and a lawyer from the law firm DS Avocats, a 
member of EFC— will be the moderators and will lead the debates in the most objective and impartial 
way possible. The topics will be dealt with in the order indicated in the case study. 
 
To prepare the discussions on each topic, EFC will set up a list of questions in order to help tackle 
the issues and highlight concrete examples taken from the experience of French companies, 
universities and competent public authorities specialized in environmental law. 
 
Representatives of Chinese public authorities will conclude the discussions. 
 
 
F Objectives 
 
The workshop discussions will lead to practical recommendations resulting from the different 
feedback of participants in order to help the issuance of environmental permits in the future. In this 
respect, explanations on how French law apprehends the system will be systematically provided in 
order to offer a comparative analysis of the issues discussed.  
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F When and Where 
 
The inaugural session of the workshop will be held on Saturday October 22, 2011 at the University of 
Wuhan, in cooperation with the Research Institute of Environmental Law (RIEL). 
 
Environnement France Chine hopes to take the workshop to other Chinese towns. The destinations 
will be determined in cooperation with those concerned (companies, universities and public 
authorities). 
 
 
 
 
 
II/ Environnement France Chine 
 
 
Environnement France Chine is a non profit-making organization (in accordance with the French law 
of 1901 on associations). Its founding articles were filed with the French public authorities at the end of 
2009.  
 
The creation and aim of the organization is twofold: 
 
• Firstly, the assessment of the lack of mutual knowledge concerning legal tools for the 

environment in France and China 
 
• Secondly, the common interest in the development of alliances between both countries. 
 
Environnement France Chine consequently aims at developing alliances between actors in both 
countries, in particular in the area of environmental law thanks to its special contact with the RIEL. 
 
Environnement France Chine’s reflection is organized in a practical and multidisciplinary way. It 
aims to bring together academics, company representatives, members of administrations, consultants, 
engineers, and lawyers, reflecting the multi-facetted nature of our objectives. 
 
Since Environnement France Chine’s creation in 2009, it has organized several conferences on 
Chinese environmental law (The access to the energy Chinese market, the carbon market in China, 
etc.), and participated in many events relating to environmental issues in both countries.  
Environnement France Chine has been to China several times in order to meet people interested in 
French-Chinese cooperation in the area of environmental law (RIEL, French Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry of China in Wuhan, Centre Sino-Français de Formation et d’Echanges Notariaux et 
Juridiques, The China Law Society Association of Environmental and Resources Law) and to take part 
in events relating to Environnement France Chine’s activity (the World Expo Shanghai in 2010, the 
French language event held in September 2010, the Guilin conference in August 2011). 
 
Further information on the actions of Environnement France Chine are described on its website: 
http://www.environnement-france-chine.org/ 
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